The in vitro translation product of the murine lambda 5 gene contains a functional signal peptide.
We have isolated and sequenced a novel lambda 1 constant region related cDNA clone which might represent an allelic variant of the recently described lambda 5 gene. This lambda 5 transcript is present in pre-B cell lines and bone marrow cells, but not in B cell lines, plasma cell lines or in spleen cells. In vitro translation studies show that the translation product contains a signal peptide of approx. 30 amino acids at its N-terminus.